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5 DAYS / 4 NIGHTS
Thursday to Monday

HIGH CHANCE OF SPOTTING:
Day 1 – Thursday
Arrival to Baltra Airport (GPS)
CC Fausto Llerena

Day 3 – Saturday
Gadner Bay (Española)
Suarez Point (Española)

Day 2 – Friday
Cormorant Point (Floreana)
Baroness Lookout
& Post Office Bay

Day 4 – Sunday
Pitt Point (San Cristobal)
Witch Hill (San Cristobal)
Day 5 – Monday
Lobos Islet (San Cristobal)
Transfer to San Cristóbal Airport (SCY)
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DAY 1 - THURSDAY

AM - Arrival at Baltra Airport (GPS)
Upon arrival at Baltra Airport, travellers pass through an airport inspection point to make sure that no foreign plants or animals
are introduced to the islands, and to pay the park entrance fee of $100 (unless it has been prepaid). A guide will meet you, help
you collect your luggage, and escort you on a short bus ride to the harbour.
PM – CC Fausto Llerena
A tour at Fausto Llerena Breeding Center you can see the tortoises of Española Island, ending in the tortoise exhibit corral.
Tortoises of this corral are accustomed to humans; it is an excellent spot to be photographed with them!

DAY 2 - FRIDAY

AM – Cormorant Point (Floreana)
The peninsula of Cormorant Point forms the extreme north cape of Floreana, which formed from smaller volcanic cones, covered
by tropical dry forest (palo santo). At the landing beach, you will be welcomed by a small Galapagos sea lion colony. The green
sand on this beach contains a high percentage of glassy olivine crystals which have been blown out by the surrounding tuff cones.
The ‘flour sand’ beach on the southern side of the peninsula is made up of even finer white coral sand which feels very smooth
on the feet. Parrotfish have pulverised it, grinding the calcareous skeletons of living coral. You can spot schools of stingrays who
love the sandy bottom to hide themselves. During the first months of the year, Pacific green turtles come ashore to bury their
eggs.

DAY 3 – SATURDAY

AM - Gardner Bay (Española)
The striking white beach at Gardner Bay is an important breeding site for Pacific green turtles. However, without doubt its main
attraction is the Galapagos sea lion colony. Females stay year round in this nursery, suckling their pups up to an age of 3 years,

although they start to fish after 5 months of their birth. During
the breeding and mating season, the colony becomes even bigger.
PM – Suarez Point (Española)
Huge ocean waves crash onto the southern basaltic cliffs of
Suarez Point, forming a spectacular blowhole, where the water
sprays metres high into the air (depending on the season, the tide
and how strongly the sea breeze pushes the waves). Take your
time for a meditative break in silence at this emblematic
viewpoint, and convert this unforgettable moment in a lifetime
experience.

DAY 4 – SUNDAY

AM – Pitt Point (San Cristobal)
Two wind sculptured tuff cones at Pitt Point make up the extreme
eastern end of San Cristóbal, and thus, the archipelago as well.
These cliffs were the first sight of land when HMS Beagle and
Charles Darwin arrived on the 15th of September 1835. On the
small green sand beach, you will be welcomed by a group of
barking Galapagos sea lions. This is a bachelor colony, where
males usually relax and prepare themselves for fighting and
mating.
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DAY 5 – MONDAY

Lobos Islet (San Cristobal)
The Lobos Islets beach harbours a colony of Galapagos sea lions.
As in other colonies in the archipelago, you can approach nurturing females within a few metres. In the breeding season this
colony is also visited by territorial males, defending and mating
the harem on their part of the beach. This low islet is home to
more than just Galapagos sea lions.
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Two other emblematic species breed here: male blue-footed boobies and great frigate birds who try to impress the
females (and tourists) with clumsy dances, heaving their
striking blue feet or blowing up their balloon-sized scarlet
pouches. During the breeding season, the fluffy and hungry
chicks cry for food, and when their wings get strong enough,
they will learn to fly.
Transfer out to San Cristobal Airport (SCY)
Assisted by the naturalist guide and some crewmembers, the
dinghy will bring you and your luggage to the San Cristobal
Airport, where we will take the shuttle back to the airport.
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